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INSTRUCTIONS FOR COMPLETING AN AFFlDA VIT OF ABSE T APPLICANT

The attached Affidavit of Absent Applicant is to be used to apply for a Marriage License when one party is
unable to appear in the County Clerk's Office. Please read the following instructions carefully before
completing the affidavit:

I)

2)

3)

4)

The party who will not be able to appear in the County Clerk's Office must complete and
sign this form in the presence of a Notary Public. All blanks on the form must be filled
tn.
The names of both parties must be printed exactly as they appear on the identification
that will be used to obtain the Marriage License. The Notary must sign and seal the
affidavit.
If the absent applicant will not attend the wedding ceremony you must list a name for the
proxy (stand-in). This person need not be present to apply for the license, but they must
appear at the ceremony. Ifno proxy is needed you show nla on that line.
The other party must then appear in the County Clerk's Office at least 72 hours but not
more than 30 days prior to the wedding. They must present:
a. The completed and notarized Affidavit of Absent Applicant.
b. An acceptable form of identification for both parties that states the correct name and

date of birth of each applicant. This may include anyone of the following:
1. Certified copy of Birth Certificate (no Xerox copies)
II. State Issued J.D. Card
Ill. Va lid Passport
IV. Driver's License or Copy of Driver's License if the original license is

unavailable. *
v. Military I. D. card or copy of Military J. D. if the original is unavailable. *

1. When a copy of the Driver's License or Military J. D. is used for
identification, the copy will be filed along with the application and
be made a matter of record.

c. Under no circumstances will we accept an altered document as proof of identity.
d. $72 fee unless you attend a Twogether in Texas Premarital Education Workshop (for

more information about the Twogether Workshop you may call 512-459-1000) the
fee is $12.00.

Once the license is issued it is good for 30 days from issuance, if you do not marry within the 30 days the
license is VOID and the fee is NOT REFUNDABLE, the fee is only for the license, does not include the
fee for the person performing the ceremony.

If more information is needed please contact the County Clerk's Office where you will purchase the
license.



Should I Get
an HIV Test?

Who should get tested?
You should consider gelling tested if you:
• had oral, vaginal, or anal sex with anyone without using a condom:
• had or have a sexually transmitted disease, tuberculosis, or hepatitis;
• shared needles for injecting drugs, or had sex with someone who does:
• exchanged sex for money or drugs: or
• had sex with a male or female prost ilute.

Fact Sheet

What is an HIV antibody test?
The only way to tell if you have 1-1IV is to be tested. An HIV test is not a lest for AJDS. The test looks for antibodies 10 HIY.
the virus that causes AIDS. J-IIVantibodies arc produced by an infected person's body to fight J-IIV infection. If you test positive
for J-IIY antibodies, it means HIY is in your bod).

When should I get tested?
You should wait about three months after you might have come in contact with HIY before getting tested. Because it can
take weeks for HfV antibodies to show up on the test. people who were recently infected can still test negative. During this
waiting period, it is important that you avoid any risky behaviors that could cause another exposure. Don't have sex, or if you do
have sex, be sure to use latex condoms every time. Avoid injecting drugs, but if you do, don't share your works (needles and
syringes). 11'you must share your works, be sure to clean them with bleach and water.

Why get tested?
Many people have done something they later have second thoughts about. You may be feeling that way right now. Maybe
something else happened that now causes concern for your health. In situations like these, taking the test with a negative result
may bring you peace of mind.

It's important to know if you have AfY. If you test positive. you can ta~c steps 10 bc certain you don't accidentally pass HIV
to your loved ones or anyone else. Knowing you have illY can also help you make needed changes to protect your own health.
WIllie there is no cure for H1V,recent advances in medication provide clear benefits to early treatment. People with HIV can lead
long and healthy lives by getting help early.

Where can I get tested?
There are probably several locations in your city or county where you can get tested for little or no cost. Many local
health departments, family planning clinics, substance abuse programs, and other organizations offer HTV testing sponsored by
the Texas Department of Health (TDH). These locations offer confidential testing (where you give your real name) or anonymous
testing (where you don't). You may also ask your doctor. To find an HIV testing site near you, call the Texas mV/STD InfoLine
at 1·800·299-2437.

What happens when I go for an HIV test?
At TDH testing sites, a counselor will discuss taking the test. You will be asked to talk about what concerns you. Why do you
think there's a chance you have J-1TV? When you take the test, a small amount of blood will be drawn from your arm or finger.

I*J
I.QH

OVR

Texas Department of Health. Bureau of HIV/STD Prevention



Should I Get
an HIV Test? Fact Sheet

(tmcinutd (rom om" sidt
Some locations even take test samples from inside your mouth. The sample is sent to a laboratory for testing. You may have to
wait two weeks or more for your test results. Talk to your counselor about when you are to come back and make sure you ret1lm
for your results. At TDH-funded HIV testing sites, test results can only be given in person, not over the telephone or by mail.

What does a negative result mean?
A negative test result means there were no HIV antibodies found at the time of the test. But if you've had any type of sex without
a condom or if you've shared needles within the last three months, you will need to be tested again later. Talk to your counselor
honestly about when you have been atrisk,andwhen.yoll might need to·come back and be tested again. A negative HfV test
does nol mean you arc immune from H1V. If you have unprotected sex or share needles, you could still get infected in the
future.

What does a positive result mean?
The HIV antibody test is very accurate. All positive results are repeated and confirmed before the results are given to you. A positive
result means you are infected with Hrv. It is not a death sentence. People with l-ITVcan live in good health for many years with no signs
of illness. You will be encouraged to see a doctor and have other tests done right away to see how your immune system is working and
check for other infections. In addition, your HJV counselor can give you the names of organizations that can help you.

If you test positive, your counselor or another public health professional will talk to you about how to tell your sex or needle
sharing partners. Whilc this can be hard to talk about, YoW"partners need to know they are at risk. Public health professionals
are skilled at teUing partners confidentially (that is: without letting them know anything about you). You may want to use this
service instead of telling partners yourself.

HO\Ndo I prevent HIV and protect others?
You took the 11iV lest because ,omething happened Ihatl'UI }OU at risk for getting the virus. It \\ ill be impllnam I'll' }OU 10 take
a look at some of the things you do and make changes. Here are some of the things you can do to be safer:
• Don't have sex. This is the sW"estway to avoid gening HJV through sex.
• Only have sex with one person who is only having sex with you. Make sure both of you have tested negative for HIV

and other sexually transmitted diseases (Sills).
• Use a latex condom every time you have sex. When used correctly, latex condoms provide good protection against

HJY. Be sure to put the condom on before the penis touches the vagina, mouth, or anus.
• Talk with your sexual partners about using condoms. Don't wait until the heat of the moment.
• Use only water-based lubricants with condoms such as KY and Astroglide. Never use oil-based lubricants

like Vaseline, baby oil, hand lotion, or grease. These can cause condoms to break.
• Don't share needles to shoot drugs or for anything else. If you have to share, leam how to clean your needles.
• Alcohol and drug use can lead to risky decisions about sex. If you're having problems with alcohol and/or

drugs, there are programs available for people who want to stop using.

For Inore inforlnation about HIV. or to find out INhere to get tested in your area.
call the Texas HIV/STD InfoLine at 1-800-299-2437 (English/Espanol)
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~"'~.=::NTiP\i AFFIDAVIT OF ABSENT APPLICANT
ON APPLICATION FOR MARRIAGE LICENSE

Maiden Surname
(If Applicable)

LastFirst
Name:----------------:-::,....,.-;-:-------~-.._::::;_--------~;;Trli;;;_~~me-

StateCityStreet Name and Number
Address: ~-7;:_:_---------~;t.;------

Date of Birth: _
Month

Age _
Place Of IIIirth :----;::::·::-:------;:;C:;:;o~u nnttvy--:SSttaattee:---, City

Citizenship: _ Social Security Number. _

I have not been divorced within the last 30 days. True False __ ; If "False"i then in what state were you divorced: _

I am not presently married and the other applicant is not presently married. True False

I am not presently delinquent in the payment of court ordered child support. True False

The other applicant is not related to me as an ancestor or descendant, by blood or $doption; a brother or sister, of the whole or half blood or by
adoption; or a parent's brother or sister of the whole or half blood or by adoption; a son or daughter of a brother or sister of the whole or half blood or by
adoption; a current or former stepchild or stepparent: or a son or daughter of a parent's brother or sister, of the whole or half blood or by adoption.
True False .

I have received the printed materials relating to AIDS and HIV infection True False

I do desire to marry. True __ False The party I desire to marry is _

Age: _ Address: ~ _
Street Name and Number City State

Approximate date of marriage:

Reason applicant is unable to appear personally before the County Clerk for the issuance of the license:

If the absent applicant will be unable to attend the ceremony, the person appointed to act as proxy will be:

FAMILY CODE SECTION 1.05
SUBMIT PROOF OF IDENTITY AND
AGE WITH THIS FORM

FAMIL Y CODE SECTION 2.006
SUBMIT FORM FOR ABSENT
APPLICANT

Signature of Absent Applicant
Subscribed and sworn to before me on

----------------------, ----

Notary Public




