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“Indigent Healthcare”

Another program that costs you the taxpayers of Milam County a lot of money is indigent healthcare.
Some people in our society might believe that people who have no insurance or otherwise don’t have
the means to take care of themselves when they get sick just aren’t taken care of. Well, consider this.

In 2010, you spent over $335,000 in Milam County on 89 people who came to our Milam County Health
Department and qualified for indigent health care and another 22 indigent eligible inmates who were
incarcerated in the Milam County jail at the time. The county was reimbursed $4,700 as a result of a
total of 18 of these individuals later qualifying for Supplementary Security Income (SSI), which is a
disability program through the Social Security Office that provides Medicaid coverage. A significant
amount was also paid direct by Medicaid on these individuals that Milam County was not required to

pay.

The indigent healthcare program is mandated by the Texas Health and Safety Code, Chapter 61 enacted
in 1989, another essentially locally funded mandate. In December of last year our Commissioner’s Court
recognized Mrs. Christine Box for her outstanding job of administering this program in 2010, actually
coming in under budget for the first time by over $113,600. I’d like to add my thanks to her for the
conscientious way that she administers this program for us. In fact, if she had exceeded the budget, the
state would have reimbursed the county for most of the overage; therefore the folks in Austin ought to
also be sending her a thank you card.

We’ve budgeted for $450,000 in 2011 (8% of the County General Fund Tax Levy is actually required by
law which totals over $534,000 before the state kicks in). This year to date Christine is again running 25
to 30% under our budget as well. If you see her around the community, | encourage you to thank her
for the job she is doing effectively administering this program on your behalf. | would also comment
that Dr. Sidney Richardson who is the medical director for our Health Department, also plays a
significant role in overseeing particular claims submitted from providers for proper billing charges and
services provided to patients. Also Dr. Stuart Yoffe, who is the medical director at our county jail, has
been doing an excellent job of insuring that we have efficient medical care in our jail facility.

Although this program does cost us significant dollars as taxpayers, | will say that in my opinion it is
currently being effectively and efficiently administered, and is providing a necessary service to the low
income residents of our county.



